
Q3 What do you think is the most important direction for research to take? 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Code Factor Comment Responses 
(n) 

1  Horse bio bank  
gut micro biome mapping  
Compare micro biome Acute 
Compare micro biome Subacute 
Compare micro biome Chronic  
Compare micro biome unaffected 
pasture-mates 
something gut offering protection 
testing survivors links  
Gut biopsy every case death 
link between horse environment 
Post mortem findings  
post mortem findings 
Stress drop immune strength 
opening up the potential for 
illness 
stressful birth  
Lack colostrum 
Immune deficiency 
contact potential toxins young 
age  

 



Gut biome testing  
longitudinal study  
genetic predisposition  
routine change  

2 Owner interview bereaved owners  
owners experience  
longitudinal study  
Talk owners  
Cost post-mortem 
Cost testing 

 

3 environment Soil samples cases field  
link between horse environment 
soil/ water samples 
thorough environment 
investigation link 
field testing  
quickly check ground  
cross reference weather ground 
disturbance  
longitudinal study  
Soil testing kits causal factors 
mutations avian disease bird 
droppings 
guano spread not spread 

 

4 treatment treatment 
drug development  
find cure  
finding a cure 
develop effective vaccine  
cure 
treatment 
drug vaccine development  

 

5 prevention preventative tips  
prevention  
manage risk worming 
gut balancers mycotoxin binders 
protective  
tests botulinum C antibody 
evasive action management 
manage risk worming  

 

6 cause find cause 
finding causes  
establish root cause  
find linked cause. 
narrow down likely cause(s) 
key element  
missing piece puzzle  
Identifying causal agents  
Identify commonalities 
collect analyse data common 
themes 

 



7 toxin Mycotoxin research  
not just bacteria  
mycotoxins  
bacterial fungal viral link  
contact potential toxins young 
age  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


