
Equine Sector 2015 General Election 
Manifesto for the Horse 

The equine industry in the UK is both vibrant and valuable, contributing £7bn a 
year to the economy. With around 1m horses in the UK, the industry has a gross 
output of £3.8bn a year and provides full time employment of about 200,000, 
many in rural areas. British horse racing alone generated £3.45bn in direct, indirect 
and induced expenditure and this industry contributed £276m in tax in 2012.  

Britain has one of the highest quality equine industries in the world, and is 
internationally recognised as the leading source of equine expertise, leading to 
export markets with overseas trade currently valued at over £500m and growing.

As shown in Fig. 1, horses are found to be all around the country. An estimated 
3.5m people in Britain rode in 2010-11 and were further inspired to take up 
horse sport by the 2012 London Olympic Games medal tally. Horse sports 
engage a higher proportion than other sports of people with disabilities, 
women participants and participants over the age of 45 and nearly 40% of 
those taking part in do not participate in other forms of physical activity.
The next Government must support the sector’s development and protect the 
health and welfare of all horses in the UK.  All political parties should have a 
position on how they would address the following key issues:

1. Improved Health & Welfare: Enhanced protection from disease, maintenance
of a suitable armoury of medicines and improved ability to deal with welfare abuses

a.Horse Identification. Update the current horse passport system, which is
failing to provide consumer protection and the protection of equine health 
and welfare, by setting and enforcing higher standards, microchipping all  
horses and providing a central equine database
b.The draft EU Animal Health Regulation, which includes important
measures to promote equine health and welfare, should be robustly  
supported and the sector continued to be involved in its development
c.Legislation must be introduced in England, following the precedent in
Wales, allowing Local Authorities  and land ownders to address ‘fly-grazing’ 
which threatens both equine welfare and public safety
d.Government and its agencies should work more closely with the equine
sector to devise new enforcement and surveillance arrangements based 
on responsibility and cost sharing
e.Surveillance is required against emerging and exotic diseases;
industry funding streams should not be lost in the reform of funding 
for horseracing, and the notifiable disease status of Contagious  
Equine Metritis and Equine Viral Arteritis must be maintained 

2. More successful British Trade: maximising the significant potential of all
aspects of the equine industry, including increasing the significant benefit
it brings to the UK economy

a.Breaking down trade barriers - Government needs to work with industry to
open up new export markets and ensure any barriers are removed through 
negotiation and co-operation, in particular to challenging but potentially 
lucrative new markets such as China
b.Reducing administrative barriers (such as the issuing of health certificates)
such that they don’t interfere with the operation of trade
c.Support for export trade fairs should be continued, expanding to export
oriented fairs that take place in the UK
d.Changing the VAT status of riding hats, so that they are equally rated with
cycling and other safety headwear products
e.Encouraging companies to utilise apprenticeships and continue to train staff
to relevant qualifications



3. Increasing participation in horse sports: making riding easier and safer to
take up and inspiring future medal winners

a.Fair and consistent rating for riding schools, equestrian centres and  
livery yards so that they can operate economically and offer more people 
the experience of taking up horse riding as a sport
b.Careful consideration in developing access for off road riding so that  
horse riders are considered equally and in full partnership with cyclists and 
walkers
c.Support for the providers of training in horse care and safety so that 
provision of information for those taking part in our sport can be encouraged 
to do so in the safest way 
d.Introduction of compulsory registration of equestrian centres and livery
yards to ensure public safety and equine welfare
e.For the safety of all road users make it compulsory for all riders (not only 
those 14 and under) to wear a riding hat and high visibility clothing

Fig. 1: The Distribution of Horse Owners across the UK
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Contact: Chair Equine Sector Council Steering Group: Jeanette Allen - jeanette@horsetrust.org.uk
Chair British Horse Industry Confederation: Louise Kemble  - louise.kemble@thetba.co.uk

Source: Former National Equine Database 




