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EGS SURVIVOR INSPIRES 
FUNDRAISING SUCCESS
By Yvonne Maclean

Mal was diagnosed with EGS in August 2014 
and it is the worst experience I have ever been 
through in 40 years of keeping horses. You hear 
that EGS is a rollercoaster journey and that is 
so true. We syringe fed him every hour for the 
fi rst 3 weeks, and even when he started eating 
on his own he still could not eat normally. It was 
heartbreaking seeing him so thin and tucked up, 
shaking and sweating and although he didn’t 
have colic you could see that the starving was 
causing cramps and stomach pains.  

It was fourteen long weeks before I knew I had a 
survivor.  Fourteen weeks of absolute emotional 
turmoil which almost cost me my marriage - 
thankfully not, but it was hard work.  I still get 
asked if I feel guilt about having a survivor.  NO, 
never!  I feel privileged to have a survivor but I 
never, ever take it for granted and although my 
heart goes out to those who have unfortunately 
lost, good friends included, the journey with 
a survivor is not an easy one either.  Mal has 
totally changed in personality.  He knows now 
he will never leave me and has a home for 
life, and our relationship is totally different. It’s 
like a scene from Black Beauty as he gallops 
down whinnying every time he sees me!  He 
is the reason that I feel so passionate about 
fundraising.  I try to make all our fundraising 
events fun as that is the type of horse he is.

This year has seen us with a fancy dress walk 
up Fyrish, a pub quiz, the 4 Mares Triathlon and 
the show as well as our auctions and raffl es and 
matched funding from Lifescan Scotland.  The 
show was such fun and we saw many different 
people come along this year.  Little Amber won 
her class with her gorgeous shetland Fergus at 
their fi rst show together.

Mary-Jo (one of the vets at Conanvet who has 
supported us over the past 2 years) and her 
daughter Ava scooped the supreme champion 
of the day with their pony Tommy.

Hunter and Amy came along with Hunter’s 
Gran & Grandad’s orphan foal Miss Boss to win 
her class.  Our judges  were all volunteers with 
Theresa Dibblee and Becky Richmond both 
having fi rst hand experience of EGS  in recent 
years and Nicola and Fiona both went home 
after having a great day judging for us.

Young Cody was one of the day’s highlights for 
me.  He rode Heavenly Clover (who was also 
part of the Culcraggie 4 Mares Triathlon so she 
has done her bit for fundraising this year).  This 
was Cody’s fi rst show and he normally rides 
at Broomhill RDA.  Fiona asked him what he 
enjoyed doing most on Clover and he replied 
“trotting”.  He was told to go show Fiona how 
he enjoyed his trotting, and off he went trotting 

round the ring on Clover with one of the most 
contagious giggles I have ever heard.

It melted everyone and he was placed 1st. It was 
the fi rst prize he had ever won and it was a fi rst 
place so he went home a very happy little boy.  

Sarah who has been so much support to me 
came along with one of the best fancy dress 
outfi ts I have ever seen!  Poor Benson the 
mammoth!

Sarah came up with the idea to do an online 
photo competition which raised over £250 for 
the fund in the 2 months it was running.  She 
has agreed to keep going with this over the 
winter months when people aren’t getting out so 
much and the lovely thing is that it can be past or 
present pets that take part.  We are making our 
own rosettes to keep the costs down and they are 
gorgeous (if you need rosettes for anything, give 
me a shout).  The photo comp can be entered 
through Facebook through the following link.

www.facebook.com/Ross-shire-EGS 
Laminitis-fun-show-photography-
comp-834863056644216/

Our total for this year is £7557.  A fabulous 
amount and one I am very proud of as well 
as very grateful to all the support we have 
gained throughout the year.  People have been 
so generous in getting involved, it has been 
fantastic and also amazing to hear how many 
people have been personally affected by this 
horrible disease.  I already have great plans for 
next year - year 3 already! 

Yvonne and Mal

Mary-Jo, Ava and Tommy

Amber and Fergus

Cody and Clover

Sarah and Mammoth
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RANDOMISED CONTROLLED TRIAL OF 
CLOSTRIDIUM BOTULINUM TYPE C 
VACCINATION FOR PREVENTION OF  
EQUINE GRASS SICKNESS

Progress report September 2016
Dr Jo Ireland BVMS, PhD, Cert AVP(EM), MRCVS

Although Equine Grass Sickness (EGS) has been recognised in this 
country for over a century, the disease remains a major threat to the 
British equine population, with no methods to prevent the disease 
currently available.   Launched in March 2014, the EGS vaccine 
trial hopes to finally provide a way to protect our horses and ponies 
against this devastating disease in the future.  The nationwide 
vaccine trial aims to determine the efficacy of Clostridium botulinum 
(C. botulinum) type C vaccination in preventing EGS.  This study is 
co-ordinated by the Animal Health Trust, in collaboration with the 
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, University of Edinburgh; 
the School of Veterinary Science, University of Liverpool and the 
School of Veterinary Medicine, University of Surrey.  

Approximately one case occurs in every 50 horses and ponies 
residing on EGS-affected premises each year, with high risk areas 
recognised throughout Britain.  Identifying these highest risk areas 
was a vital preliminary stage in the EGS vaccine trial, as the study 
aimed to recruit a total of 1,000 privately owned horses and ponies, 
kept on premises previously affected by a high incidence and 
frequency of EGS cases.  Results from previous research studies 
relating to EGS risk factors were used to ensure that the highest risk 
premises were selected for inclusion in the trial.  For example, as 
the risk of EGS is greatest in the first 2 – 3 years following a case 
on affected premises, only premises with at least one case in the 
preceding 3 years were eligible to participate in the trial.  

As a field trial of this magnitude had never previously been undertaken 
in equine medicine, several preliminary studies were completed 
ahead of the EGS vaccine trial to determine that it would be feasible 
to conduct on a nationwide scale.  Initially, a small safety study was 
carried out, confirming that the vaccine was safe for use in horses.  A 
feasibility study surveyed horse owners and veterinary practices who 
had participated in the EGS Surveillance Scheme.  Three-quarters of 
owners responding to the survey indicated that they would be willing to 
participate in the EGS vaccine trial, while 99% of vets would take part 
in the vaccine trial if one of their clients wished to enrol.  Finally, a highly 
successful pilot trial was undertaken, designed to test the methods 
used in the vaccine trial, rather than to test the vaccine.  A total of 95 
horses and ponies in Scotland were enrolled, and were assigned at 
random to receive a full course of the C. botulinum type C vaccine or 
inactive placebo injections.  Both the vaccine and placebo were shown 
to be safe, and the pilot trial also demonstrated that horses and ponies 
that received the vaccine mounted a significant immune response 
against C. botulinum type C following their primary vaccination course. 

Overview of the EGS vaccine trial 
The unpredictable nature of when EGS occurs has had a major 
impact on the design of the vaccine trial protocol.  The EGS 
vaccine trial was designed based on protocols used for clinical 
trials in human medicine, ensuring the highest standards 
throughout and attaining the best quality evidence for the preventive 

effect of vaccination.  

Baseline data regarding individual horse 
management and health were obtained 
via telephone questionnaires completed 
by participating horse owners.  This 
provided a record of their normal routines, 
including any types of management 
strategies for minimising the risk of EGS 
(such as pasture management, feeding 
supplementary forage, avoiding the overuse of Ivermectin wormers).  

After eligible horses and ponies were enrolled, they were randomly 
selected, using computer-generated random numbers, to join one 
of two equally sized groups: either the vaccine group (vaccinated 
with the C. botulinum type C vaccine) or the placebo-treated group 
(receiving an inactive placebo injection).  This process is referred 
to as “randomisation” and ensures that the only difference between 
the two groups is whether they receive the vaccine or the placebo.  
Placebo-controlled trials provide the best possible evidence of 
“cause and effect”, so the vaccine trial will help to determine the 
role that C. botulinum plays in causing EGS.  More importantly 
placebo-controlled trials provide the most scientifically valid results 
to say whether the vaccine protects against EGS – even if the trial 
is a success and the vaccine works, without this strong level of 
evidence it would not be possible to license the vaccine.  

When horses and ponies were enrolled in the vaccine trial, all 
of their trial vet visits were co-ordinated through the veterinary 
practice with which they were registered.  This meant that 
participating owners would have the confidence of dealing with 
a vet they know and trust, and it ensures that there is complete 
continuity for preventive healthcare and any other veterinary 
care throughout the trial.  This was considered very important to 
ensure that taking part in the trial would not affect horses/ponies 
routine management and preventive healthcare.  Throughout the 
trial, regular telephone follow-up questionnaires for participating 
owners are performed to monitor health and record any changes in 
management for individual horses/ponies.  

At the first veterinary visit, participating veterinary surgeons 
provided owners with tuition and instructions for monitoring 
their horse/pony for a seven day period following each vaccine/
placebo injection.  Owners were shown how to perform thorough 
inspection of the injection site to check for signs of heat, swelling 
or allergic reactions, recording their findings daily on specifically 
designed post-treatment observation recording forms.  The primary 
course consisted of three injections, of either the C. botulinum type 
C vaccine or the inactive placebo injection, given at three week 
intervals.  Following the primary injection course, enrolled horses 
and ponies received annual booster injections.

Results of the EGS vaccine trial to date
The total number of EGS cases occurring within the vaccinated 
and the placebo-treated groups will be compared statistically 
to determine whether vaccination against C. botulinum type C 
significantly reduces the risk of EGS.  It is rare for any vaccination 
to offer complete protection against a disease, and some animals’ 
immune systems respond less well to vaccination than others, 
meaning that they may be less well protected.  Therefore it would be 
expected that cases of EGS could occur in both groups throughout 
the trial; however if the vaccine is effective in preventing EGS, the 
number of EGS cases in the vaccinated horses and ponies would be 
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significantly lower.  All participating owner and veterinary surgeons, 
and all EGS vaccine trial staff are unaware of the treatment groups 
to which each horse or pony has been assigned to until after 
the end of the trial.  Unfortunately, this means the results of the 
statistical comparison of the two treatment groups will not be 
available until after the full vaccine trial follow-up period has been 
completed.  However, interim analyses have been undertaken at 
regular time points, and those results have helped to confirm that 
the EGS vaccine trial design has been successful.

A total of 84 
veterinary 
practices are 
participating 
in the EGS 
vaccine trial and 
125 premises 
were recruited; 
however only 
120 of those 
premises met 
all inclusion 
criteria, with 
recruitment for new trial sites closing in September 2015 (Figure 
1).  Of these participating premises, 52.5% are located in England 
and 47.5% are located in Scotland, and the majority are the 
owners’ home premises (51.7%) or rented/private yards (20.0%).  
Participating premises had an average EGS incidence of 2.23 
cases per 100 horse-years at risk, meaning that 11 cases of EGS 
occurred per year in every 500 horses/ponies living on those 
premises.  This EGS frequency is consistent with published incidence 
rates indicating that the recruitment methodology used in the trial was 
successful in identifying high risk premises.  

Recruitment of an adequate number of participants is essential 
for the successful completion of any trial, yet in human medicine 
it is well recognised that patient recruitment is one of the greatest 
barriers in the conduct of clinical trials.  Additionally, the time taken 
to complete the recruitment phase for human clinical trials frequently 
exceeds the best estimates of planning committees.  With this in 
mind, a huge amount of work had been undertaken ahead of the 
launch of the EGS vaccine trial to identify premises that might be 
eligible to participate.  Despite this, recruitment of the target sample 
size of horses and ponies proved to be much more challenging than 
expected, and the recruitment phase of the trial was considerably 
extended.  However, by autumn 2015, a total of 1,037 horses/ponies 
had been enrolled, fulfilling the sample size target. It is hoped that 
each enrolled horse or pony will be followed for a three year period.  

Of these horses and ponies, 1,022 met all inclusion criteria 
and were randomly assigned to either the vaccine or placebo 
treatment groups (Figure 2). There were no significant differences 
in the breed, age or sex distributions between treatment groups, 
indicating that the randomisation process had successfully 
controlled for horse-level risk factors for EGS.  Additionally, the 
age, gender and breed distribution of enrolled horses/ponies is 
similar to previous research studies of the equine population in 
Britain.  While foals less than six months of age were excluded 
from the study, the inclusion criteria did not state an upper age 
limit for enrolment to the trial.  The average age of enrolled horses 
and ponies was 8 years, in keeping with the age range of 2 – 9 
years reported to be at highest risk of EGS.  

In total, 947 horses/ponies completed their primary injection 
course (92.7% of those randomly assigned to the two treatment 
groups).  Annual booster injection administration commenced 
in May 2015 and so far 574 horses/ponies have received their 
scheduled first booster.  Due to the extended recruitment phase, 
all owners who enrolled in the trial during 2014 were invited to 
extend their participation in the EGS vaccine trial throughout 
2016, with their horses and ponies receiving an additional second 
annual booster.  To date, 114 horses/ponies have received their 
second annual booster injection.  

Four confirmed EGS cases have occurred to date in the study 
population.  Several more clinically diagnosed cases have 
occurred on participating premises, but affecting horses or 
ponies not enrolled in the vaccine trial, so unfortunately these 
cases cannot be included in the trial data analysis. This number 
of EGS cases is lower than anticipated based on calculations 
performed before the start of the trial.  In order to have sufficient 
study power to detect a statistically significant difference 
between vaccinated and placebo control groups, a specific 
number of ‘horse-years-at-risk’ is required: a combination of the 
total number of horses and ponies and the time for which each 
individual is enrolled in the trial.  Due to the delay in achieving 
recruitment of the target number of horses/ponies, and the low 
incidence of EGS, the vaccine trial will be extended further to 
cover an additional high risk EGS season, thereby continuing until 
at least the summer of 2017.  While this does mean an inevitable 
delay to the final results of the vaccine trial, if the vaccine is 
shown to be effective, it would mark a major breakthrough in 
EGS prevention.  As an effective vaccine would represent the 
first preventive healthcare measure to reduce the impact of 
this devastating disease, we believe that the extension to this 
pioneering clinical trial is completely justified.

The EGS vaccine trial would never have been possible without 
the support of several organisations and individuals who 
have made generous funding contributions, including Neogen 
Corporation, BVA Animal Welfare Foundation Norman Hayward 
Foundation, Horserace Betting Levy Board, Racing Foundation, 
Moredun Foundation Equine Grass Sickness Fund, Margaret 
Giffen Charitable Trust, Hong Kong Jockey Club, South Essex 
Insurance Brokers, the Ivo Trust, the EB Moller Charitable Trust, 
Miss A M Pilkington Charitable Trust, J & JR Wilson Trust and 
Mrs DM France-Hayhurst 
Charitable Trust.  
Dodson and Horrell 
donated weigh tapes for 
participating veterinary 
practices. The British 
Horse Society supported 
the trial with a national 
fundraising campaign.  
For full details 
please visit www.
equinegrasssickness.
co.uk/ and follow the 
“sponsors” link on the 
EGS vaccine trial page.
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By Mandy Mitchell

We bought Tidy at the Welsh Cob Sale in October 1997 as a 6 
month old foal. She was such a pretty thing and came fl oating into 
the sale ring with her breeder, and the bidding started but we won. 

We took Tidy to her one and only foal show where she came 2nd 
in her class and reserve welsh section D champion, and 1st in a 
home produced class. She was lovely natured and followed my ¾ 
bred TB about like he was her mum they so loved each other, but 
my 3 year old cob ran away from her and she chased him, so she 
was his boss from that day on. 

Well Tidy was shown inhand at the local show as well as the welsh 
shows and we did ok, but she was bought to go on and do the 
ridden classes and I must say she was a joy to school. In her fi rst 
week of being ridden she was doing fi gure 8 no problem, I had 
never come across a horse/pony like her.

The year she went under saddle was foot and mouth, 2001, and 
nearly all the local events were cancelled. Later on a show was put 
on and so it was to be Tidy’s fi rst show under saddle. As she was a 
small welsh cob, only 14hh, my friend’s grandchild rode her. Show 
day came and the weather was very hot and Tidy, I thought, was not 
coping with the heat. But she looked so well and looked so lovely 
with a rider on her we all went to the show. She went into her fi rst 
ridden class, but as we watched her going round my stomach started 
to clench and I had a feeling something was wrong with her. She was 
placed last, and as I sat at the side of the ring my head was shouting 
‘go in and get her’. Being placed last I thought folks would think I 
was unhappy with that - but I just knew she was ill. As it was there 
was a vet on the show fi eld and he thought she had been poisoned 
and took some bloods to give to our vet. She came straight out the 
next day and said it was grass sickness, and as she was still eating to 
send her to Dick Vet  Equine Hospital at Edinburgh. 

Tidy was at the Dick Vet for a week with chronic grass sickness but 
she would not eat and so she was PTS, June 7th 2001. We travelled 
up to see her before she died to say goodbye to her, which was very 
upsetting.  We later lost our lovely Rose to acute grass sickness in 
2010 which made another big hole in our lives as well as Tidy.

When we got home we decided we wanted to raise some money 
for the EGS Fund so we thought about doing a Table Top and Tack 
Sale but one of our other friends said put a show on, which we did 
as well as the table top. We have also had 2 Discos this year. 

The fi rst show was August 18th 2001. Avonvalley Tidy Memorial Show 
and the Table Top have been running for 16 years now and we have raised 
£26,670, along with Barclays Bank matched funding since 2006.

We have met some outstanding people over the years and 
made some life time friends and helpers with the show, without 
them we could have not have done it. 

The Show has been a highly successful fun show in the Northeast 
going from strength to strength but it is with great regret that this 

will be our 
last show this 
year as we are 
getting too old 
for the 2am 
starts to put 
the show rings 
up and tent. 
We will still 
be having the 
Table Tops so 
we will still be 
fund raising 
just on a 
smaller scale. 

AVONVALLEY TIDY 1997--2001 

Rose

Tidy as a yearling

Chloe Cubello and Kiltanane Rush, 2010 Supreme Ridden Champion
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Equiculture Event
Saturday November 12th, Aberdeenshire.  A full one day 
talk by Jane Myers of Equiculture. You will learn about horse 
characteristics (those that apply to their management), 
grass, mud and manure management, ideas for equine 
lifestyle enrichment, obesity management, The Equicentral 
System (a horse, land and human friendly system of 
management) and much, much more!  10am to 4pm.  
Light refreshments provided, please bring packed lunch. 

Address: Monymusk, Inverurie. £45.00 per person,  
this event is limited to 25 participants and the last  
one booked out so make sure you book early! 

Booking at: www.trybooking.co.uk/705, also see  
www.equiculture.com.au

All the best to Orlando, a four year old sports horse who developed 
EGS during August whilst turned away following his debut at the 
Royal Highland Show. Orlando spent several weeks at the Dick 
Vet before returning home to his owner Robert to carry on his 
recuperation. Good luck Orlando and Robert – let’s hope we see 
you back at the Royal Highland Show in future years.

Sally Hoy
We were shocked and 
saddened to hear that one of 
our most loyal helpers, Sally 
Hoy passed away recently. 
Sally was always first to 
offer her help, whether it be 
fence judging, helping on the 
tradestand and raising funds 
for grass sickness with her 
local group, Strathearn Rural 
Riders Access Group. Here 
she is on our stand at Blair in 
August, with Angie Welch (L) 
and Dorothy Thomson (R).  
We will all miss her very much. 
Our condolences go to Geoff 
and family.

Orlando the Brave!

Mandy Mitchell wins the Heidi Award for outstanding 
contribution to the Equine Grass Sickness Fund 2016

The Equine Grass Sickness Fund is extremely grateful to 
Mandy and George Mitchell for the wonderful work they 
have done in raising the spectacular sum of £26,670 for 
grass sickness research over sixteen years and helping 
raise awareness of the disease. Many people in the North 
East have enjoyed the Avonvalley Tidy Memorial Shows 
enormously over the years and I am sure they will join us in 
wishing Mandy and George a happy retirement. Thank you to 
everyone who has participated in the show and made it such 
a resounding success and also to Barclays Bank for their 
community funding.

Earlier this year it was decided that Mandy Mitchell would be 
the second recipient of the Heidi Award, following in Helene 
Mauchlen’s footsteps (see photo). The Heidi Award was 
donated to EGSF by Sam Seath and family in memory of Heidi 
who was taken by EGS, and is awarded each year to a person 
who has made an outstanding personal contribution to our 
work. We are delighted to award the trophy to Mandy and in 
remembrance for Tidy and Rose. A formal presentation will 
take place later this year.
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Fundraising Roundup

Harelaw Equestrian Onesie Ride
Heartbroken after losing seven of their ponies at their yard last year, the 
young riders at Harelaw Stables, Longniddry, East Lothian put on their 
onesies for a sponsored ride around Gosford Estate for the second year 
running, raising an awesome £4500 in total!

To see your event featured here please Kate Thomson email info@grasssickness.co.uk with details and a photo!

The Scottish Grass Sickness Show – report by Jean Oudney
The 7th grass sickness show was again blessed with great weather and great competitors 
back in June.  We are fairly large with 64 classes over 4 rings but it still a friendly local-style 
show ideal for bringing kids or young horses with large rings allowing plenty of room.  
 
We have a huge variety of classes which aim to give everyone at least a couple of classes 
they can compete in and entry money is kept low so people can enter as many classes 
as possible.  Classes include hunter, riding horse, clydesdale, irish draught, arab, friesian, 
foreign breeds, concours d’elegance and donkey classes, as well as sections of coloured, 
mountain and moorland and pony classes.  A dressage section was added this year which 
proved popular and will be coming back next year.  
 
I would like to thank all the judges who willingly gave their time and expertise to support the 
show, the hard working stewards and all the helpers that help make the show possible, and 
finally our loyal competitors who come back year after year to support us.  We have raised £2650, making the total raised over the past 7 
years to over £15,000 for the EGSF. The show will be back again in 2017 so please come along and support us on the first Sunday in June!
 
Congratulations to Supreme Champion Kinclune Danny Boy with Virginia Osborne, full results can be seen at www.grasssickness.org.uk

West Riding Group Endurance GB Pleasure Ride – report by Julie Martin
A pleasure ride was organised on 4th September at North Elmsall near Pontefract to help raise 
money for the Grass Sickness Fund.  The ride was 27km starting from a field generously donated 
as a venue by Nigel and Gill Bywater who had lost their horse April to Grass Sickness after 5 
weeks of nursing her.  Their generous gesture allowed West Riding Group of Endurance GB to run 
a pleasure ride open to both members and non-members.  Other local farmers allowed the ride to 
cross their land to make an interesting route mostly off road, they also made generous donations. 
There was heavy rain on the day before the ride which washed away some of the markers, 
meaning that the first riders through had to be quite inventive at times in finding their way, but they 
all did. The organiser dashed out and remarked a section, getting soaking wet in the process, and 
the rest of the riders followed the intended route.  There were lots of happy riders and horses at the 
end of the day and we raised £250 for the Grass Sickness Fund.  We hope to do this again next 
year and raise more next time.

Puddledub Show – Fiona Reed
The show was a great success, we were lucky 
with the weather and with generous raffle prizes 
and donations as well as plenty of competitors 
it was a good day all round with rings busy from 
9am to the Supreme at 7pm! Congratulations to 
Supreme winner Olivia Cousens with Westerby 
Firelight (pictured).

Four Mares Triathlon
The most inventive fundraiser of the year must surely be Lindsay Macrae’s four mares 
triathlon. These three fit ladies and their trusty steed Clover had great fun completing 
their triathlon with support on the ground from Yvonne Maclean and Sarah Milne, hats 
off to them all! They ran 5K and then cycled/rode 10K followed by a swim and then 
cycle/ride home again. Lindsay said: ‘Glad to help such a good cause. The awful 
loch swim and stirrup leathers nipping my legs was worth it!’ Matched funding from 
Lifescan Scotland doubled the money raised to a total of £970!!
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South Loch Ness Access group – Candy Cameron
At long last I am able to report how much we made at the Scottish Horseshoe this 
year from both the raffl e and the ride combined. We made a staggering £2117.42 - 
so £1058.71 will go to each of the Equine Grass Sickness Fund and the South Loch 
Ness Access Group. 

We could not have done any of this without the super sponsorship from Pauline Kidd 
and Leovet, let alone the great work of our vets, Graeme Swanson from Conanvet 
and Vivien Taylor who gave up their weekends to oversee proceedings. Also our 
brilliant farrier Neil Madden who was not only in attendance for the whole weekend 
but also made our Scottish Horseshoes! Our chief steward Mairi also deserves a 
mention, especially for her work on the souvenir programme she produced in between 
her working shifts. Plus all our checkpoint people - Lorien Cameron-Ross, Manuela 
Foreman and anyone else who I have forgotten, including Janet Sutherland for 
stepping in at the last moment to feed everyone when our catering van let us down.

But lastly we could not have done this without all the riders who entered and those of you 
who bought tickets for the raffl e and supplied all our great prizes. You are all STARS!

Seaforth Saddlers 
tackle The Beast!
Well done to Lesley 
Sinclair and hardy friends 
from Seaforth Saddlers 
who faced the Loch Ness 
Beast Race, an epic 
10k obstacle race over 
rough terrain, through 
icy loch water and thick 
mud. Thankfully they all 
survived – neigh bother!

Strumpshaw Hall Fun Show 
– Annie Horner Glister
Thank you Julia Jones for 
hosting an amazing day. Even 
the weather was kind to us! 
Thanks to all the helpers, 
stewards, judges, jump ring 
supervisor, sponsors and 
supporters. We had a fabulous 
turnout. Show ring ponies all 
looked amazing. Lots of thrills 
and thankfully no spills in the 
jump ring. Thank you all, a 
whopping £734 was raised!

Fancy dress up Fyrish!
Cheers to all the folks at Lifescan 
Scotland whose fancy dress 
ascent of Fyrish raised £932 
including their matched funding!

Kinfauns RDA 
bucket collection
Huge thanks to everyone 
at Kinfauns RDA who held 
a bucket collection at St 
Johnstone FC to raise 
funds for EGSF in memory 
of their horse Caspian who 
succumbed to EGS earlier 
this year.

Strathearn Eventing 
Spring Hunter Trials
photo copyright: 
Anne Thomson. 
Thanks once again to Sarah 
Houlden and family for 
hosting the spring charity 
hunter trials at Strathearn 
Eventing. As usual we 
were blessed with superb 
weather and the course 
was beautifully laid out 
and dressed. Over 200 
competitors took part, raising 
an amazing £1000.

Balhagan Equestrian Grass Sickness Charity Show – 
Fiona Mackinnon 
What a fabulous day for the grass sickness charity show! Many 
thanks to Julie Hammond who travelled from Stonehaven to 
judge for us, Pauline Turnock for judging the fancy dress, Alice 
Paterson and Valerie Riach for stepping in and running the show 
jumping and Amanda McMullan for looking after Sian Lyon (who 
sponsored an auction promise). Thanks to our sponsors of 
classes and championships, our amazing donors of prizes and 
auction promises. A big thank you to all the home bakers, my 
band of many helpers and Billy for feeding everyone. You are all 
are amazing people! 

Not bad for a small grassroots show now in our 5th year. Each 
year we manage to top the last year’s total, with an amazing 
£3,609.07 this year! Well done everyone!

PSP Stores
Well done to Pentlands 
Science Park Stores who 
raised £115.26 in their 
collecting tin, mainly by 
requesting a donation from 
those who have personal 
parcels delivered to stores! 
Photo: our lovely Stores 
Manager Karen and the even 
lovelier Cully
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We gratefully acknowledge support and fundraising donations received from the following:

Aileen Curle
AM Pilkington Charitable Trust
Angela Dodds, Give a Car
Angie Welch
Ann Waterfall
Anne Thomson Photography
Anne Weir
Annie Horner-Glister
Aviva
Avonvalley Tidy Memorial Show
Balhagan Equestrian
Barclays Bank
Candy Cameron
Carina Cuthbert
Carnethy Heating
Carolyn Reid
Carolyn Stubbs
Catherine Hollingdale
Catriona and Kenny Samuel
Claire McArthur
Dave Cameron Photography
Dorothy Thomson
Douglas Callaghan
Douglas Crawford
Duncan Pennycook
Elizabeth M Williams
Eriskay trek
Eva Maria Broomer,  
Horsepower Creative
Fiona Mackinnon
Fiona Reed
Forge Farm Show
George Haywood

Harelaw Equestrian
Highland Pony Society
Hilary Chalmers
Iain Paterson
Jackie Henderson
Jean Connell
Jean Oudney
Jennifer Leslie
John, Anne & Zoe Thomson
Joyce Kent
Julia Robinson-Dow
Just Chaps
Katie Robinson
Keith & Sophie Mason
Kinfauns RDA
Kirstin Ebbrell
Lauren Taylor
Lesley Sinclair
Life Scan Scotland
Lynn Restorick
Magical Pony Parties
Mairi Reid
Mandy Mitchell
Mary King
Michelle Barnes
Mikaelle Lebreton
Miss AJ Winch
MJ Simpson
Mrs ME McGillivray
Mrs Melanie Clarke
Mrs Sheila Kent
Nadine King
Nikki Dutton

North East Riding Club (Scotland)
Pammy & Donna
Philippa Gammell
Pitmenzie Ride
PSP Stores
Puddledub Shows
Rachel & Freya Oliphant
Rachel Mangto
Royal Bank of Scotland
Sally Hoy
Sandra Kent, In memory of Leo
Scottish & Northern Welsh Pony  
& Cob Association
Scottish Grass Sickness Show
Sheila Menzies
South Loch Ness Access group
St Johnstone FC
Strathearn Eventing
Strumpshaw Hall Livery Fun Show
Susan Dick
Taylor Stewart
The Hairy Pony Club
The Moredun Foundation
The Royal (Dick) Vet
Tim Rees
Tina Cryer
TopSpec Runners
TR Electrical
Wanda & Claire Dodd
Wendy Muir
West Riding Endurace Group
Yvonne Maclean

For further information please contact
The Administrator, Equine Grass Sickness Fund

The Moredun Foundation, Pentlands Science Park, Bush Loan, Penicuik EH26 0PZ
Tel: 0131 445 6257     email: info@grasssickness.org.uk

www.grasssickness.org.uk
The Equine Grass Sickness Fund is a division of The Moredun Foundation. The Moredun Foundation is a Company limited by guarantee registered  

in Scotland, No SC151865. The Moredun Foundation is a charity registered in Scotland, No SC022515

 To receive Equine News by email please contact the office. Please pass your newsletter to a friend.

Volunteer in 2017!
We are already looking for volunteers for the Spring Grass Sickness Hunter Trials (May), The Royal 
Highland Show (June) and Blair Castle Horse Trials (August). If you can help please contact Kate 
Thomson at info@grasssickness.org.uk/0131 445 6257

The Equine Grass Sickness Fund receives tremendous help and support from our loyal followers. 
Whether you organise a show, a tack sale, a cake bake, volunteer at an event, run a marathon or simply 
make a donation, you make it possible for us to make progress with research. Many of you have personal 
experience of this cruel disease yet you get out there and fundraise and do the work that will save the 
horses of the future from this nasty disease. So from Kate here in the office, from the horses and ponies 
of the UK and from the research scientists and the Committee that oversees the Fund’s work – thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts.


