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PETE’S SURVIVAL 
By Emma Pearson, Gillingham, Kent

On the 9th of May 2016 my world fell apart. My 
8yr old Falabella was diagnosed with sub-acute 
grass sickness. He was diagnosed at 1:30pm 
after coming in from the field, with no clinical 
signs other then severe muscle tremors. By 
4:30pm he’d gone downhill so much he was 
admitted to the local equine clinic from where 
he never returned. At 8:30pm I received the 
dreaded phone call to say that Badger was 
rapidly getting worse and it was now time to say 
my goodbyes. I made the short trip to the clinic 
and within ten minutes of my arrival Badger 
passed away peacefully with me at his head. 

Then two days later, as if things then 
couldn’t get any worse, my 5yr old mare was 
diagnosed with chronic grass sickness. The 
heart wrenching feeling of losing Badger was 
suddenly back and I was preparing myself for 
losing a second, just days after the first.

For the first three weeks I stayed with Pete 
around the clock just to make sure she’d eat. 
The first few days she’d only eat apples and 
drink Ribena! She was still with us, so I was 
feeling a little more positive, but I kept telling 
myself that I was going to lose her any day 
now so not to be too heartbroken should she 
pass away. Turned out I had a little fighter - she 
wasn’t going to give up and I wasn’t going to 
give up on her, neither was my amazing vet! I 
spent my days just sitting with her, willing her to 
keep fighting.

On week two I started taking her for very short 
walks to a nice patch of grass to try and lift her 
spirits. She enjoyed this but it made her very 
tired and I’d find for the rest of the day she 
wouldn’t stand up.

Roughly six weeks in she then developed 
laminitis due to a mixture of stress and a course 
of steroids she was on. This was a major 
setback. I ended up in tears on the phone to the 
vet whilst she lay lifeless in her stable, fearing I’d 
lose her when the vet arrived. But this little mare 
wasn’t ready to go yet and once again bounced 
back despite the odds against her. 

We’re now almost a year on from diagnosis and 
I never thought I’d still have Pete here today. 
She’s battled through everything that was 
thrown at her, and is now finally backed and 
slowly starting her ridden education. I have to 
say it was very hard work, both mentally and 
physically, with a lot of tears along the way. I 
couldn’t have got through any of this without 
the amazing support of my vet, not only during 
her work hours but even after hours when she 
wasn’t on call. The emotional support she 
gave me was second to none and I’m eternally 
grateful to her for this.

To this day I am frightened that grass sickness 
will one day hit me again, but all I can do is keep 
going and try not to let the fear affect me too 
much. It’s not something I’d wish anyone to go 
through. To see your fit and healthy pony go from 
happy and healthy at 8am to having a heart rate 
of 105bpm within just 12 hours and then lose all 
ability to swallow is the worst thing ever. I’ll never 
forget Badger’s suffering  or that day in a hurry. 

Strathearn Eventing 
Grass Sickness  
Hunter Trials

**JUMP JUDGES  
URGENTLY NEEDED**

Please contact Sarah Houlden  
on 07802 559 127 if you can help

Sunday 28th May 2017

Junior and Adult classes 
from 40cm upwards

*Every participant on the day will receive 
a FREE family ticket for 2017 Scottish 

Championship racing events at Knockhill*

Schedule at  
www.strathearneventing.co.uk
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DO MYCOTOXINS FROM 
PASTURE FUNGI CAUSE 
GRASS SICKNESS?
Luanne Hunt (see below) has started a 3 year PhD study to 
investigate whether equine grass sickness (EGS) is caused by 
ingestion of toxins (mycotoxins) produced by fungi growing on 
horse pastures. The study, funded by The Horse Trust (http://
www.horsetrust.org.uk), is based at the Royal (Dick) School of 
Veterinary Studies and The Roslin Institute, and is supervised 
by Professors Bruce McGorum and Scott Pirie and Dr Gerry 
McLachlan.   

The study follows on from previous work performed over 20 
years ago by Drs Jean Robb, David Doxey, Elspeth Milne and Huw 
John which demonstrated that grasses from EGS pastures are 
colonised by increased numbers of a particular type of fungus 
called Fusarium. This was an interesting fi nding, particularly given 
that Fusarium mycotoxins caused death of equine nerve cells when 
added to nerve cell cultures.   

The current project will test the hypothesis that EGS is caused by 
a nerve toxin produced by pasture-derived fungi, which is ingested 
directly from the pasture along with the fungi, or released from 
ingested fungi within the horse’s digestive tract. If the hypothesis 
is correct, the candidate fungi will be detected in the intestinal tract 
of EGS cases and in herbage from EGS fi elds in higher numbers 
than in control samples. The study will also include identical and 
complementary analyses of intestinal samples and food samples 
from cats with dysautonomia, the feline equivalent of EGS.  

Many risk factors for EGS are consistent with it being caused by 
ingestion of a pasture-derived fungus and/or its mycotoxin. EGS 
has a strong association with grazing, particularly on high risk 
pastures. Pasture-risk factors for EGS include sand/loam rather 
than chalk soils, high soil nitrogen, low soil copper and zinc status, 
and pasture disturbance. These conditions may favour growth 
of certain species of fungus, while the association with pasture 
disturbance may refl ect disturbance of plant-associated fungi 
that predominate within the organic ‘thatch’ at the base of grass 
stems. Furthermore, EGS is strongly associated with seasonality, 
a characteristic of other diseases which are caused by mycotoxins 
from pasture fungi such as ryegrass staggers. EGS has a peak 
incidence during spring and early summer when fungal activity is 
considerable. The seasonality may also refl ect climate-level risk 
factors for EGS, including cooler, drier weather and irregular ground 
frosts, which may favour fungal growth and toxin production. This 
seasonality may also refl ect the link between the growth of certain 
fungi on grass and the seasonal pattern of grass growth.  

The study will utilise state-of-the-art genomic methods to 
characterise the entire fungal population (mycobiota) within 
samples of intestinal contents from EGS horses, control horses, 
cats with feline dysautonomia and control cats, and in feed 
samples from outbreaks of these diseases, hopefully identifying the 
putative causative fungus.   

Clearly, identifi cation of the cause of EGS would be a signifi cant 
breakthrough, since this could inform new methods to prevent, 
treat and diagnose this devastating disease. Consequently, this 
study could have signifi cant benefi ts for equine health and welfare.

My name is Luanne Hunt and I am a horse owner and Veterinary 
Surgeon specialising in horses. I have just started a PhD at the R(D)
SVS, in collaboration with Roslin Institute, investigating the possible 
relationship between Equine Grass Sickness and a causative fungus 
and/or toxin. I am very grateful for this opportunity and the funding that 
The Horse Trust has provided to support this valuable study. I hope that 
this work will provide more answers (and possible solutions/prevention 
strategies), for a truly devastating disease. 

Luanne Hunt Biography 

Well done 
indeed to Hunter 
MacDonald who 
has organised 
this show. How 
many 15 year 
olds could 
pull this off, 
organising all his 
own sponsors, 
judges, raffl e, 
stalls, prizes and 
posters?! Best 
of luck Hunter 
and thank you so 
much for your  
enterprise!
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How can owners and veterinary 
surgeons help with this study?
While the study will analyse a large number of archived samples, we 
seek additional new samples. 

1. Firstly, we seek intestinal contents from horses with acute grass 
sickness (sub-acute and chronic cases are unsuitable). Since samples 
have to be collected at post mortem within 4 hours of death, these can 
only be collected from horses that are admitted to the Dick Vet Equine 
Hospital (DVEH; Tel 0131 650 6253) for investigation of EGS, or from 
carcases that are submitted to the DVEH soon after death. The Equine 
Grass Sickness Fund will kindly subsidise the cost of post mortem 
examination of horses with acute EGS, so owners will be not charged for 
post mortem examination and carcase disposal. 

2. Secondly we seek faeces from horses that were co-grazing with a 
horse that developed acute EGS (again sub-acute and chronic cases 
are unsuitable) within the previous 24 hours. Samples should comprise 
1-2 average sized faecal balls, submitted in clean polythene freezer 
bags or plastic pots, labelled with the horse’s name and date. To avoid 
overgrowth of fungi in samples, samples must reach the DVEH within 12 
hours of collection. Please include contact details with any submission.   

3. Finally, we seek grass/herbage from affected fields on which a 
case of acute EGS (sub-acute and chronic cases are unsuitable) 
has occurred. For premises close to the DVEH, we may be able to 
arrange a pasture visit to collect the samples. To avoid overgrowth 
of fungi in samples, samples must reach the DVEH within 12 hours 
of collection. To ensure that a sample of herbage is representative of 
the whole field, herbage should be collected from 10 sites situated 
along an imaginary ‘W’ line drawn across the pasture, and herbage 
pooled to give a single sample comprising about 2 large handfuls. 
Care should be taken to collect herbage only from sites that have 
been grazed (ie tips of plants have been bitten off); avoid sampling 
‘roughs’ that are not grazed and have accumulations of faeces. The 
herbage should be pulled by hand to mimic the horse’s grazing 
action. Include all types of plants present in the sample to mimic the 
mixture of herbage ingested by the horse. Samples should be put 
in freezer bags labelled with the pasture identity and date. Please 
include contact details with any submission.  

If you think you can help, wish to clarify how to collect and submit 
samples, or seek a pasture visit, please contact Luanne Hunt, Bruce 
McGorum or Scott Pirie on 0131-650-6253. Samples should be sent to; 
FAO Bruce McGorum, Scott Pirie and Luanne Hunt, Dick Vet Equine 
Hospital, Easter Bush Campus, Easter Bush, Midlothian, EH25 9RG. 
When submitting samples, please include your name and contact details. 
Client details will be kept confidential. 

Hooray for Henry!
Ashley Morgan’s horse Henry was diagnosed with chronic grass sickness in September 
2014 after a period of around three months during which he showed various clinical sings, 
such as patchy sweating, muscle tremors, poor temperature regulation and a high heart rate. 
He was eventually diagnosed with chronic EGS at the Dick Vet after collapsing on a hack 
and survived after several months of nursing and TLC at home. We are delighted to hear he 
is now back in full work. He recently flew round a 75cm cross country and is preparing to 
compete at the Grass Sickness Charity Hunter Trials at Strathearn Eventing in May.

Nikki Chrstie Skinner: 
 “So ...... after a very 
long & stressful 
day, I got to ride my 
special boy Clyde 
again, after 22 months 
recovering from 
equine grass sickness 
#wishesdocometrue

Lucy  Scott’s Lucky Charm: 
Lucky’s mother was lost due 
to grass sickness last year 
after battling for seven weeks 
and she sadly died a day after 
giving birth to him. Lucy bottle 
fed Lucky and just wanted to 
share a picture of him now 
too show people how he’s 
doing:  ‘So proud of my mare 
for giving us a miracle while 
fighting a very cruel illness’.

Ronnie Changes Colour
Violet Todd’s handsome 
piebald Ronnie battled grass 
sickness and six months later 
was almost back to his old self, 
and eating normally with just 
a few choke issues. The only 
thing different is that Violet 
is now the proud owner of a 
brown and white pony!

Congratulations Sammy B
Racehorse Sammy B  was 
orphaned to grass sickness 
in 2010 at just 3 days old. He 
miraculously survived after 
being adopted and raised 
by a Clydesdale mother! He 
is proving to be somewhat 
of a superstar, getting a 
hat trick of wins at his last 
three races. Congratulations 
to owner Geoff Brown, 
Trainer Lucinda Russell 
and his loving nursemaid 
Angie Welch! Thank you to 
Grossick Photography for 
use of the image.

#SEENONFACEBOOK
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Profs. Elspeth Milne, Bruce McGorum and Scott Pirie, Royal 
(Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, University of Edinburgh, 
Easter Bush, Roslin, Midlothian, EH25 9RG

Equine grass sickness (EGS) is characterised by degenerative changes in the 
parts of the nervous system controlling involuntary functions (autonomic). 
Mortality is high, but with nursing, over 50% of chronic cases survive. Residual 
clinical signs are present in some recovered cases, but not others, and why 
some survivors maintain intestinal function, despite a presumed reduction in 
nerve cells in the intestine and elsewhere, is unknown. In addition, the long-
term effect of EGS on non-nervous tissues has not been assessed.

Over the last 19 years, thanks to the generosity of owners of horses that 
have recovered from EGS, and support from the EGSF, tissues have been 
collected from a group of horses, often many years after recovery. Using 
general microscopic assessment and special stains for specifi c proteins, we 
are assessing the presence of any abnormalities in the autonomic nervous 
system and other tissues (e.g. liver, and bladder) to provide insight into 
mechanisms that allowed recovery in these cases. This includes the intestinal 
pacemaker cells we have previously shown were maintained in the one long-
term survivor studied, despite extensive loss of nerve cells in the intestine. 

The study is not yet completed, but tissues from 13 long-term recovered 
EGS cases and 6 control horses that were put to sleep for other problems not 
related to EGS have been collected. The EGS cases had been diagnosed with 
the disease between 1 and 16 years prior to being put to sleep for a variety of 
reasons, mostly unrelated to their original diagnosis. Five of the 13 cases had 
obvious abnormalities at post mortem examination, mostly involving dilation 
of parts of the intestine. Preliminary microscopic analysis suggests that the 
autonomic ganglia (nerve junction boxes) have reduced numbers of nerve 
cells (Figs. 1 and 2) while the lower small intestine (ileum) has a marked 
reduction in nerve cells in the intestinal wall compared to the controls. The 
upper small intestine and the large intestine appear to be minimally affected. 
Examination of the intestinal sections stained with special stains to help assess 
function is now underway. No consistent microscopic abnormalities in organs 
other than the gastrointestinal tract or nervous system have been found.

An understanding of how EGS affects horses in the long term will allow 
more informed decision-making on whether to embark on treatment at 
the outset and the problems to be expected long after the disease initially 
occurred. The overall aim is to direct management and, in the future, 
to help increase likelihood of survival, prolong useful life and avoid or 
alleviate complications. 

EGSF-FUNDED PROJECT TO ASSESS THE RESIDUAL 
DAMAGE IN LONG-TERM RECOVERY FROM EQUINE 
GRASS SICKNESS: PRELIMINARY FINDINGS

Fig 1. Cranial 
cervical ganglion 
from control horse 
without EGS. The 
purple circular 
structures are the 
nerve cells.

Fig 2. Cranial 
cervical ganglion from 
recovered EGS case. 
Fewer nerve cells are 
present than in the 
control horse.

Enter the 
Fun photo 
competition!

The ‘Ross-shire EGS and Laminitis fun show photography comp’ is a Facebook photo competition just for 
fun! It runs throughout the year and you can win fabulous prizes by just entering your photo in your chosen 
category. All profi t goes to the Equine Grass Sickness Fund.

It’s easy to enter, just look at the current month’s schedule on the Facebook page, send your photos to the 
page by messenger and your £3 entry fee to www.justgiving.com/fundraising/2017egsfunfundraising

Mini MarvelsHead shot
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Chiara Piccinelli, Rachel Jago, Prof. Elspeth Milne, 
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, University of 
Edinburgh, Easter Bush, Roslin, Midlothian, EH25 9RG.

Currently defi nitive diagnosis of equine grass sickness (EGS) is 
done by microscopic examination of cut tissue sections (histology) 
of the clusters of nerve cells or neurons (ganglia) from parts of 
nervous system which control unconscious bodily functions (cranial 
cervical ganglia or ileum enteric plexus). Histology samples take 
approximately three days to process, but rapid diagnosis is essential, 
even in fatal cases, to allow institution of management changes to 
minimise the risks for co-grazing horses. Our study focuses on the 
evaluation of the possibility for rapid diagnosis of EGS by scraping 
nerve cells onto slides (cytology). 

We obtained cytology slides by scraping the cut surface of cranial 
cervical ganglia, using the remainder of the ganglion for routine 
histology which is regarded as the “gold standard” for diagnosis. We 
collected samples from 20 control and 16 EGS-affected horses at 
the Post Mortem Facility at Easter Bush Pathology, and stained the 
cytology slides with three different stains (MGG, H&E, CFV). These 
stains are rapid and readily available in most laboratories, especially 
MGG, which also has an even faster version (DiffQuik®) available in 
practice. 

We examined the cytology slides under the microscope, without 
being aware of the fi nal diagnosis, and each slide was assigned to the 
EGS or control category. The diagnosis obtained with cytology was 
then compared to the ‘gold standard’ one obtained with histology.

There is a clear difference in the appearance under the microscope 
between control and EGS cytology slides, as demonstrated in our 
preliminary results, and as shown in the picture. 

In a small number of smears (3.7%) there were not enough cells on 
the slide to allow classifi cation into the EGS or control category, but 
the diagnosis made using cytology was correct in all the other cases. 

However, in a small proportion of slides (approximately 10%) the 
cytological diagnosis was not 100% certain, either because the 
number of cells on the slide was quite low, or because the stain did 
not show the features of the cells perfectly (the latter happened for 
CFV-stained slides). 

The presence of uncertainty in the diagnosis for a small proportion 
of slides highlights the importance of a good scraping technique to 
obtain smears with adequate numbers of cells, and also suggests that 
CFV stain may sometimes be not ideal for cytology slides.

In conclusion, our results are positive and show that cytology of 
cranial cervical ganglia can be a reliable tool for rapid post mortem 
diagnosis of EGS, especially using MGG or DiffQuik® staining, and 
it could allow implementation of potentially life-saving changes to 
management of co-grazing horses 2-3 days earlier than histology.

The results are ready for publication and have been presented at 
the 2016 Annual Congress of the American College of Veterinary 
Pathologists held last December in New Orleans, where the poster 
won the second place for the Young Investigator Award: Natural 
Disease.

The authors would like to thank the EGSF for their generous support, 
and the owners who kindly agree to their horses being used for 
sample collection after death.

RESEARCH PROJECT FUNDED BY EGSF TO ASSESS THE 
VALUE OF GANGLION CYTOLOGY FOR THE RAPID POST 
MORTEM DIAGNOSIS OF EQUINE GRASS SICKNESS.

Fig 1. On the left side, normal neurons from control horses; On the right side, 
degenerate neurons from EGS horses (From top to bottom: MGG, CFV and H&E stain)
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Fundraising Roundup

HPS Performance Awards Pudding 
Competition
Thank you to the Highland Pony Society 
for this novel idea at their Performance 
Awards Presentation Lunch. There were 
18 puddings forward so the judging was 
a difficult task! The winner was Pudding 
H in the foreground - a “Glass Cake”. In 
total £53.52 was raised and the judges 
were reported to be very happy!

Fit for Queenie
Many thanks to equine podiatrist 
Catherine Warren for raising £50 at 
her ‘Tea, Cake and Hooves’ talks. 
Catherine lost her first horse to EGS 
in 2009 so this is a cause close to 
her heart.

Table Top Sale in Memory of Leo – Sandra Kent
Emmie Louise and I set up at Crofton Manor for table top tack sale, selling 
tack etc kindly donated to raise funds for the Equine Grass Sickness Fund in 
memory of my lovely boy Leo who died 4th May 2015 from Acute EGS. Turn 
out of buyers was a bit disappointing but as our policy is to sell rather than 
bring it home, we did take away £135.

The amazing thing is that other sellers who knew we were raising the funds 
donated their left over items for us to sell. There was so much that I completely 
filled my car and poor Em had to put a load in her car. People’s generosity is 
overwhelming! Thank you Em for giving up your time to help.

Crieff Visitor Centre raises £273
Crieff Visitor centre is doing an incredible 
job with their collecting box, raising a 
fabulous £273 over the last year. The 
box is tended to by Jenny Robertson, 
who requested the can after losing her 
precious horse Abbie to grass sickness. 
Jenny is pictured (right) with Carol 
Younger who helps collect the donations.

Father Christmas is raffled!
Another novel idea comes from Marion 
Edwards, who made a Father Christmas 
and his sleigh for  a display at work. 
Afterwards she decided to raffle him off 
for a bit of fun, raising £30.

Ann’s Bowling Night
Ever supportive Ann Waterfall 
continues to fundrasie for EGSF after 
losing her beloved Clive to EGS, this 
time turning a fun night out bowling into 
a lovely £17 donation. Thank you Ann!

SERC Charity Ride
Congratulations to Jill Widdop and 
friends who raised £212.75 at their 
SERC charity ride and cake stall  in 
October 2016. The proceeds were split 
between Marie Curie and EGSF, and we 
are very grateful to have been chosen.

To see your event featured here please Kate Thomson email info@grasssickness.co.uk with details and a photo!
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Kinfauns RDA 
bucket collection
Congratulations to 
everyone at Kinfauns 
RDA who held a 
bucket collection 
in memory of RDA 
pony Caspian at St 
Johnstone FC, raising 
a super £455.14

Remembering Maddison
Thanks go to Valerie Hall for a string of events raising a 
whopping £760 for EGS research, in memory of her home 
bred dressage superstar Maddison. Valerie normally holds 
a dressage show, but due to an outbreak of strangles 
in the area this was changed to a dog show! Her good 
friend Helen Rockall also organised a ride from her home 
and provided refreshments and West Sussex Riding Club 
held a dressage competition. Thank you to everyone who 
took part in all these events, it is wonderful to know that 
Maddison is so fondly remembered.

Lindsay MacRae tackles the Glen Affric Duathlon
Good luck to Lindsay MacRae, taking part in the 
biggest physical challenge of her life with her crazy 
friends in the remote Glen Affric Duathlon on May 6th. 
Lindsay says: we will be running 7.5 miles over the hills 
in the Glen Affric nature reserve, where we will cross 
rivers and run across rough terrain. We will then hop 
on our bikes for an 18 mile cycle through the forestry 
tracks and finish off with a 2.5 mile run before reaching 
the finish line. 

I am fundraising for two charities. The first Charity is the 
Highland Group Riding for the Disabled. I volunteer at 
the Highland RDA centre once a week and I can see the 
benefits and enjoyment that riding brings to both the 
children and adults that come along.

The second is for the Equine Grass sickness Fund, the 
EGS funds research into the cause of EGS to secure a 
future free of grass sickness. 

As I am fundraising for two charities and splitting the 
proceeds I was unable to set up a Just giving page as 
it does not have the ability to have two charities on the 
one page.

If you would like to sponsor me you can let me 
know or you can donate to my paypal lindsay.
leiper@gmail.com

COMING UP:
May 13th – Race Night, Peebles
May 21st – Sponsored Onesie Ride, Longniddry
May 28th – Strathearn Eventing Grass Sickness Hunter Trials, Perth
June 4th – Scottish Grass Sickness Show, Blairgowrie
June 22nd - 25th – Royal Highland Show, EGSF tradestand, Edinburgh
July 16th – Grass Sickness Companion Dog Show, Maryburgh
August 19th – Ross-shire EGS and Laminitis Fun Show, Black Isle
August 24th - 27th – Blair Castle Horse Trials EGSF tradestand, Blair Atholl
October 7th – Ross-shire EGS and Laminitis Fun Show Presentation Dinner Dance and Auction Night, Dingwall
For details about any of the above events please email kate.thomson@grasssickness.org.uk  
or call 0131 445 6257
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We gratefully acknowledge your generous support and donations, in particular those who sent a donation  

with their Christmas order, who are too many to mention here:

Alasdair Cox 
Ali S
Ann Waterfall
Anne Weir
Arlene Haydock
BaxterStory
Carolyn Stubbs
Catherine Bradley
Catriona Goulding
Celeste Blois
CH Leahy
Cheryl Denholm
Cheryl Frith
Coxhill Driving Event
Creiff Vets
D Clewlow
D Moody
Dawn Goodhall
Diana Slack
Perth Racecourse
Drum Feeds
Fiona Macgreggor 
Fiona Reed, Puddledub Shows
Fit for a Queenie
G Bryne
G Hudson
Grossick Photography 
Haxham Native Horse & Pony Show
Helen Morris

Highland Pony Enthusiasts Club  
North East
Highland Pony Society (England  
and Wales)
Hoofs, Paws and Claws
Horse and Outdoor
Horseworld, Wheathampstead
J Carruthers
J Enkel
Jade Greenfield
Jane Barry
Janette Palliser
Josephine Chapman
Joyce Kent
K Bradley
Katharine Mieras
Katrina Haigh
Kinfauns RDA
Kirstin Ebbrell
Lady Swinton
Laurencekirk Pet Supplies
Lesley Sinclair
Lizzie Meadows
Lorraine Marshall
Margaret Bancroft
Margaret Barker
Marion Edwards
MC Shingleton
Medwin and David Broad

Mr Thomas Burns
Mrs A Barron
National Pony Society
Nicholas Crabb
Parkside Veterinary Group
Paypal Giving Fund
Pentlands Science Park
Peter Smart
Philippa Gammell
Rachel Mangto
Red House Competitions
Sally Cotterill
Sheila Menzies
Shelagh Steven
SM Miller
South West Pony Association
Stephanie Mutimer
Strathrag
Sue Todd
Susan Paterson
Susan Radcliffe
T Duncan & Co, estate of Lilian Thom
Valerie Hall
Vivian Dixon
Wessex Riding Club
William Sheret
Worsley’s Farm Show
Yvonne Maclean
The Moredun Foundation
The Royal (Dick) Vet

For further information please contact
The Administrator, Equine Grass Sickness Fund

The Moredun Foundation, Pentlands Science Park, Bush Loan, Penicuik EH26 0PZ
Tel: 0131 445 6257     email: info@grasssickness.org.uk

www.grasssickness.org.uk
The Equine Grass Sickness Fund is a division of The Moredun Foundation. The Moredun Foundation is a Company limited by guarantee registered  

in Scotland, No SC151865. The Moredun Foundation is a charity registered in Scotland, No SC022515

 To receive Equine News by email please contact the office. Please pass your newsletter to a friend.

Volunteer in 2017!
We are looking for volunteers for the Spring Grass Sickness Hunter Trials (May), The Royal Highland Show (June) and Blair 
Castle Horse Trials (August). If you can help please contact Kate Thomson at info@grasssickness.org.uk/0131 445 6257

EGSF Stakeholder Day and Social Event, Saturday 28th April 2018
It is nearly EGSF’s 30th aniversary! The Grass Sickness Fund was originally set up in 1980 by Anne Wilson who, after the loss of her 
favourite Connemara mare, approached scientist John Gilmour at The Moredun to set up a fund to provide essential equipment to carry 
on his valuable research into grass sickness.

In 1988 the Animal Diseases Research Association, the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies and the Grass Sickness Fund were 
brought together to launch what is now known as The Moredun Foundation Equine Grass Sickness Fund. To this day these bodies work 
together as EGSF to discover the cause of EGS, a means of prevention, and further improve the treatment of chronic cases.

To commemorate the occasion we are holding a Stakeholder Day on Saturday 28th April 2018 at The Moredun Foundation, Pentlands 
Science Park, Edinburgh EH26 0PZ. The day will include fascinating insights into research into the disease and ask the important 
question, ‘where next?’ The day will be of interest to all our supporters and anyone with an interest in EGS. In the evening there will be an 
additional social event where we can all get together for a light hearted evening and raise some funds for further research.

Why not make a weekend of it and visit the historic city of Edinburgh, tour the facilities at the Dick Vet and meet up with other people 
who understand the heartbreak of this disease?

Tickets will be available as soon as the programme is finalised but will be limited to the first 100 applicants for the day 
event. To register your interest please contact Kate Thomson: kate.thomson@moredun.org.uk, 0131 445 6257.

Kate would also be very pleased to hear from anyone who would like to help organise this event!

EGSF receives tremendous help and support, without which we could not continue to make progress with research.  
Our work is entirely funded by public donation, mostly from those whose horses and ponies have suffered the disease,  
and we cannot thank you enough for your support.


