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Earlier this summer five year old Dales cross Candyfloss was 
diagnosed with EGS. Distraught, owner Leanne MacDonald 
of Moray started a Facebook diary of Candyfloss’s experience 
with the disease. At the same time four other owners had 
decided to do the same thing, and Leanne followed their stories 
with interest, each owner trying to support the others in their 
battles with the disease. Sadly only one of the five survived.

Candyfloss Experience

            The Moredun Foundation

Monday 8th July. The vets came out in the afternoon, and we did 
the eye lash test. In the drops went and we agreed there did appear 
to be eyelash movement. I didn’t really need any confirmation, in 
my heart of hearts I knew. Candy will stay at home and I will care 
for her. She still has a bright sparkle in her eyes so PTS is NOT an 
option, we WILL beat this.
Sunday 14th July. Candy was a lot brighter, she ate 2 lots of 
chopped carrots for brekkie and I left some in her stable. She still 
won’t eat anything but carrots, apart from a wee nibble at some 
chaff. Hand picked grass is making her cough so I have stopped that. 
Herbal tea was a favourite today, she must have drunk 8/9 litres of 
it. She is tremouring nearly all the time now, its not a nice thing to 
watch. I want to pick her up and wrap her up in cotton wool.
22nd July Candy has lost 1in from round her girth, and weight 
from her chest, shoulders and hind quarters this week. This illness is 
trying real hard, but we ain’t quitters, it won’t win.
Thursday 1st August. Candy has had a bit of a strange day 
today, the Grass Sickness has definitely let us know it is still here, 
yet Candy has kicked its butt and carried on regardless. The Grass 
Sickness things first, she has been stood in the typical Elephant 
stance that they talk about today, she has been like that an awful 
lot. She has hardly eaten anything, which isn’t Candy at all. This 
afternoon she lay down and I sat with her for a wee while and 

Beri, Zag, Poppy, Candy, 

Chyna

noticed she was doing what I can only describe as mild thrusting motions 
and her eyes were closing at the same time. Very bad tremours, and she has 
struggled with her temperature as well. A look of being very tired and fed up.
11th August. Candy has just been eating hay, so long as I stood with a 
scoop of herbal tea so that she could take mouthfuls of liquid. She ate it for 
about 10/15 mins. I’m so happy, I cried my eyes out, what an amazing sight 
it was. She is now out grazing to celebrate.
26th August. When Candy started with Grass Sickness 8 weeks ago, I 
found this Awareness group on Facebook, the folk have been amazing and 
supported Candy and I through this awful illness. There were 4 other horses 
with Grass Sickness at the time, Poppy, Chyna, Beri and Zag. I followed 
their stories, and helped them as much as I could and they all followed and 
supported Candy, internet friendship at its best. It is with much regret that I 
have to say that Poppy, Chyna, Beri and Zag are all at Rainbow Bridge now 
running free. If I could get my hands on this illness I would pull it limb from 
limb. I’m so terribly sorry to the mums that are left heartbroken, it makes me 
even more determined to get Candy through this in honour of her pals.
2nd Sept. Today gets better, Candy has just had a slurp of water out of her 
water bucket, she hasn’t done that for 9 wks. AMAZING.
10th Sept. I’m hoping to organise a sponsored ride, to raise awareness of 
Equine Grass Sickness and also raise money for the Vaccine Trial and research 
into EGS. This wont be just any old sponsored ride, I have asked if anyone, 
esp the mums of 4 very special horses if they would like to organise one in 
their honour, that’s 1 each, and if anyone else wants to organise one the more 
the better, they will all be held on the same day right across the country, that 
will create some interest I’m sure, it will definitely get folk talking.
14 Sept. I have just seen Candy do a lovely canter, coordination was right, 
balance was right, the gait was right, very relaxed and flowing, very nice 
indeed, another step up the ladder to fully fit.
21st Sept. Another cracking day for our Candy, doing all the things a 
cheeky, healthy little pony should be doing. Eating, Sleeping, Peeing and 
Poohing! Our vet came out today. When she arrived Candy and Faith were 
down the field eating, the vet said she could tell Candy had put weight on 
and she just looked better. On closer examination Candy’s heart rate is 
down to 52 and her guts sounded good, she even commented on Candy 
being happier about being touched. When she was ill Candy was very, very 
sensitive. She couldn’t stand being groomed, she definitely couldn’t
stand being clapped. It had to be very gentle strokes, now she is fine with 
being groomed and clapped.

The Fabulous Five’s EGS Awareness Rides
Read more of Candy’s story at www.facebook.com/CandyflossExperience. 
Thanks to Candy and to commemorate all the lives that have been lost to EGS 
a series of rides will take place across the UK in 2014 to raise awareness and 
raise money for the vaccine trial. Please register your interest in participating 
either on Facebook or by contacting the EGSF Office.

Christmas Order form attached, don’t miss it!
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Dear Supporters
We are approaching a crucial stage in the search for a vaccine 
to prevent grass sickness. The pilot study is drawing to a close 
and the data is being analysed by Dr Jo Ireland at the Animal 
Health Trust Newmarket. The horses involved were split into 
two groups, vaccinated and non vaccinated. There has been 
one case of acute grass sickness but we will not know from 
which group until next month when the results are unblinded. 
The fund raising for the main vaccine trial is going well and 
almost half the money needed has been raised by the Animal 
Health Trust and the EGSF. Between us we have submitted 
applications for additional funding to Charitable Trusts and 
other organisations who would be interested in funding this 
worthwhile project. All the money raised by Sally Coutts’ team 
at their lunch at Strathallan Castle will go towards the vaccine 
trial. I was able to reassure those at the lunch that the EGSF is 
a small charity with minimal expenses as our only employee is 
Administrator Kate Thomson, who is paid on a part time basis, 
and we are very lucky to have financial expertise, office and 
storage space kindly donated by The Moredun Foundation and 
no committee member receives any remuneration.

As you know EGS is complicated as the bacterium Clostridium 

botulinum type C 
needs other risk 
factors for the 
disease to develop. 
Therefore the 
EGSF has 
recently agreed 
to fund a 
joint project 
between The 
University of 
Edinburgh and 
The Food and 
Environment 
Research Agency to examine the 
role of the Fusarium fungus on pastures where cases of EGS 
have occurred.

All in all it is a busy time for the fund but there is hope that at 
long last there is a vaccine that can prevent grass sickness and  
with continued fund raising we can all help to make it happen.

Regards,
Keith
EGSF Chairman

Madge - An Update - 5 years on 
By Laura-Jane Macholc

I bought 5 year old Highland Miriam of Combebank, known as Madge to her 
friends, 5 years ago and within weeks of her coming home she got Chronic 
Equine Grass Sickness. We were extremely lucky that she survived. It was 
my best present ever when, a week before Christmas 2008 we knew she was 
going to pull through. Her story and an earlier update have been in previous 
issues of Equine News. The reason for this update is that this year we are 
finally there.....! We bought Madge to do 20-35km endurance rides. We chose 
her because we have her uncle and he adores endurance, so we hoped she 
would too. She lost so much muscle mass due to CEGS that it was August 
2009 when we began her ridden education. She had a couple of months 
ridden then a horrid winter meant months off and we were nearly back to 
square one. The following winter I badly broke my leg and was not fit to 
ride for 7 months, then another bad winter. She managed a couple of 15km 
Pleasure Rides in 2011 but was very slow at 6 and 7km/hour, well below the 
speed limits of 8-12k/h needed to get a “completion”. 

Last spring all our ponies had a respiratory problem and by the time we were 
over that the wet weather had set in and most of the local rides were cancelled 
due to floods. She did one PR and again was far too slow. I began to despair 
that she would ever reach her endurance potential. However she has other 
strings to her bow and we have taken her to a few Mountain & Moorland in-

hand classes. In 2010 she won her class and in 2012 she went one better, not 
only winning her class but getting section reserve champion at our local show, 
the best result any of our ponies has got at this show in 22 years! She looks in 
great shape, now we just needed the stamina.

She has blossomed this year in the better weather and has finally realised 
horses can canter up hills! We have managed more hacks, building up 
distance and speed as the weeks go by and it has worked.

We took her to Seaton Carew PR in May for her first outing this year. Madge 
thoroughly enjoyed the ride which included riding through an industrial 
estate, part of the town and finally the best bit of all, lots of beach! She 
achieved an average speed of 9.9k/h over 16kms. Six weeks later we took her 
to the Elephant Trees Ride in Hamsterley Forest, this time only 15kms along 
forestry tracks but with a few slopes. My husband rode her whilst I rode her 
uncle, Douglas, who is 23yo now. It was magic to have them matching strides 
at canter along lovely grassy tracks, Madge ears pricked but Douglas had his 
ears back....not impressed that she was now fast enough to keep up with him. 
They did an average of 9.86k/h.

Despite being a lot fitter now Madge still sweats a lot, her saddle cloth is 
always wringing wet, so when the really hot weather came we decided she 
would be best left at home. To combat the sweating we encourage her to drink 
Horse Quencher before and after rides to maintain her hydration.

Her next ride came in early August on a cloudy day with showers. It was a 
nice mix of forestry tracks, quiet lanes and fields but there was one extremely 
steep climb. Poor Madge stopped at the bottom and looked horrified as my 
husband on his mare vanished upwards. This was Madge’s first 20km ride 
and we did a speed of 8.33k/h, slower than the previous 2 rides, reflecting 
the hill and the extra distance, but still in time. The photograph shows her 
at 19kms and I think you will agree it looks like she is enjoying herself. We 
have 3 more rides planned this year which, if she completes them in time, 
will add 52km to the 51km she has already done. In a good season our regular 
endurance ponies will average 200-400km so I will be very pleased if she 
does 100km this year, it will give us a good foundation for the future.

At times in the last 4 years I have wondered if we would ever get her to 
complete a short ride but in hindsight I think the slow progress has actually 
suited her. She has matured mentally and enjoys her outings, which is very 
important to us. Literature states that it takes about 7-19 months to return to 
full work but I just wanted to give hope to those folk who think their horse 
may never compete again as, after 60 months, we are there!

Copyright West  
End Photography
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Christmas Cards  
1. Snowy Day Christmas Cards - £5.00 
10 top quality cards with envelopes featuring ‘Snowy Day’ by 
Teresa Vecere. Greeting inside reads ‘Best wishes for Christmas 
and the New Year. Size 171mm x 121mm.

Gifts 
2. 2014 Calendar - £7.00 
Best seller! Featuring stunning equine photography by Natasha 
Balletta, Mikaelle Lebreton,  Paula Peden and Joyce Kent. 
3. Eat Hay Shopper - £5.50 
Beat the bag tax with this medium sized dark green luxury jute 
shopper with soft padded  cotton handles. Printed one side ‘Keep 
Calm and Eat Hay’ . H30cm W30cm G20cm. 
4. Eat Hay Lunch Bags - £4.70 
A smaller version of the shopper, ideal as a re-usable gift or lunch 
bag. Pop some goodies in it for an ideal Christmas present! Lined 
with hygienic food grade LDPE. H20cm x  W20cm x G14cm. 
5. Eat Hay T Towels - £4.00 
Quality Towel with slogan ‘Keep Calm and Eat Hay’, perfect for 
drying your mugs! Size 680mm x 500mm. 
6. Eat Hay Mugs - £6.00 
Our ever popular sturdy  ‘Keep Calm and Eat Hay mug, ideal for 
the tack room and as a talking point for reducing risk of EGS. 
7. Lapel badges - £2.00 

Exquisite lapel badge the size of a 5p piece featuring the logo  
of the fundraising group EGS May 2013. 
8. Blank cards - £5.00 
5 quality cards with envelopes in assorted designs left blank for 
your own message. Size 171mm x 121mm. 
9. EGSF Pens - £0.80 
Curvy pen in vibrant frosted green with EGSF logo and wording 
‘Supporting Grass Sickness Research www.grasssickness.org.uk’. 
10. EGSF LED light key ring - £3.00 
Smart torch keyring with three button activated LED lights, no 
more scrabbling around in the dark at the stables! Assorted 
colours - lucky dip! 
11. Map - £18.00 
Unique opportunity to purchase a copy of the limited edition 
map ‘A New and Correct Map of Scotland and North Britain’, 
originally published in 1794. Supplied in two parts each 
measuring 610mm x 1010mm, printed on quality paper and 
supplied in a postal tube. Suitable from framing this makes a 
fascinating and unusual gift.
12. Hoodies - £27.00 
New! Quality hoodie with Equine Grass Sickness Fund branding 
and logo on left breast. Twin needle stitching detail, double fabric 
hood with self coloured cords, ribbed cuff and hem, kangaroo 
pouch pocket with small hidden opening for ear phone cord feed. 
80% cotton 20% polyester - Hot Pink and French Navy, 
Sizes XS (34”) S (36”) M (40”) L (44”) XL (48”)
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Office Use Only

Rec’d:     
Desp:

Post & Packaging 
Up to £5: £1.50 

£5.01 to £10: £2.50 
£20.01 to £50: £4.50 

Orders over £50 FREE 

Sub Total

Delivery

Order Total 

Please consider adding a Donation

Total

Important: by completing this declaration you can increase the value of your donation  
by 25% at no cost to you!

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made: Today / In the past 4 years / In the future. Please delete as appropriate

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that 
all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and 
Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give 
on or after 6 April 2008.

Signed:.................................................................................................................................................................Date:.........................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:  Want to cancel this declaration   Change your name or home address   No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/

or capital gains.

Name:
Address: 

Postcode:
Daytime Tel Number:
Method of Payment:

I enclose a cheque payable to EGSF 

Please debit my Visa/Mastercard:
Card Number:
Expiry Date:
CSC (last 3 digits on signature strip):

Signature:....................................................................................................................Date........................................

Cardholder Name:.......................................................................................................................................................

Post to: The Equine Grass Sickness Fund, The Moredun Foundation, Pentlands Science Park, Bush Loan, Penicuik EH26 0PZ. 

All UK orders sent 2nd class, please call 0131 445 6257 for express or overseas delivery. We aim to dispatch all merchandise within 5 
working days (usually the same working day), please allow extra time at peak periods.

The Equine Grass Sickness Fund is a division of The Moredun Foundation. The Moredun Foundation is a company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland, No 
SC151865. The Moredun Foundation is a charity registered in Scotland No SC022515

Prices include VAT where applicable.
VAT NO: BD 663 8239 11

CHRISTMAS CARDS

No Description    Qty Price                 Total

1  Snowy Day Christmas Cards     5.00   
GIFTS
No Description    Qty Price    
2 2014 Calendar 7.00 
3 Eat Hay Shopper  5.50 
4 Eat Hay Lunch Bags 4.70 
5 Eat Hay T Towels 4.00 
6 Eat Hay Mugs 6.00 
7 Lapel badges 2.00 
8 Blank cards 5.00 
9 EGSF Pens 0.80 
10 EGSF LED light key ring 3.00 
11 Map 18.00

12 Hoodies (XS, S, M, L, XL) (Pink, Navy) 27.00

Ordering online is safe and secure. By ordering online you help cut down administration time, allowing more funds to go direct to grass sickness research.

More items available at www.grasssickness.org.uk
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Since the nationwide EGS surveillance scheme 
was established in 2008, details of almost 
1800 cases of EGS occurring in Great Britain 
between 2000 and the present day have been 
recorded, and over 3100 cases dating as far 
back as 1942 have been reported to the scheme. 
This ongoing project is based at the Animal 
Health Trust, in collaboration with the Equine 
Grass Sickness Fund and the Universities of 
Liverpool and Edinburgh.

The surveillance scheme was developed to 
collate details of clinical EGS cases occurring 
within Great Britain, which are recorded 
in a strictly confidential database. This 
information allows us to investigate changes 
in the geographical distribution and frequency 
of the disease. Figures from the surveillance 
scheme show that one in every 50 horses on 
EGSaffected premises develop the disease each 
year. Past research indicates that EGS recurs on 
previously affected premises, and we found that 
Scotland had a greater proportion of affected 
premises reporting multiple or recurrent EGS 
cases compared to England and Wales.

Over the last three years, data gathered by 
the surveillance scheme has been used in a 
rangeof different research studies, helping to 
improve our understanding of this complex 
disease. We have also published our findings 
in leading equine veterinary journals, and 
given presentations at several international 
conferences, allowing us to raise awareness 
about EGS within the veterinary profession 
both in Britain and overseas. However, the 
number of cases reported to the scheme each 
year is decreasing, and we believe that this 

is unlikely to reflect reduced occurrence of 
EGS in the last few years. It is vital that we 
gather as much information as possible about 
the number of cases seen in Britain in order 
to assess disease frequency and to identify 
“high-risk” areas, but we estimate that as few 
as 10% of cases occurring in Britain each year 
are actually reported. Information about recent 
EGS cases will be an invaluable resource in 
the development of proposed vaccination 
field trials of a Clostridium botulinum type C 
toxoid vaccine. Therefore we would encourage 
both horse owners and veterinary surgeons 
to report any cases of EGS, either to the EGS 
Fund or directly to the surveillance scheme 
(www.equinegrasssickness.co.uk) where 
questionnaires can be viewed and completed 
online. 

So far in 2013, only 69 EGS cases have been 
reported to the surveillance scheme, of which 
the majority where location was reported 
occurred in England.

The average age of affected horses and ponies 
was 7 years 7 months, ranging from 2 to 35
years. The majority of cases presented with 
either acute or subacute EGS, with 57% of
those affected by chronic EGS surviving.

As in previous years, most cases were seen 
during spring and early summer. 

Three premises in England and two in Scotland 
reported more than one case during 2013,
and overall 20 affected premises had a history 
of previous EGS cases.

   Vaccine Trial Update 

The pilot vaccine field trial undertaken by the 
Animal Health Trust, in collaboration with the
EGS Fund and the University of Edinburgh, 
is due to be completed at the end of October 
2013. We aimed for a target sample size of 
100 and had a fantastic response from horse 
owners, enabling us to enroll 110 horses/ponies, 
of which 95 completed the primary treatment 
course. In total, 48 horses and ponies received 
the Clostridium botulinum type C toxoid 
vaccine and 47 received an inactive placebo 
injection. Each horse/pony had a full veterinary 
clinical examination prior to each treatment, 
and owners undertook daily
observations for a seven day period following 
each injection.

The protocol for the pilot study was similar to 
that intended for the subsequent nationwide 
vaccine trial. We found that the recruitment, 
randomisation and treatment administration 
phases were all straightforward and therefore 
we are confident they will be achievable on a 
larger scale. The enthusiasm and commitment 
shown by participating veterinary surgeons and 
owners has been amazing, and their feedback 
has been used to inform improvements to the 
study information packs and reporting forms. 
The pilot study has been absolutely invaluable 
in helping us identify the best ways to gather 
important information about participating 
premises and enrolled horses and ponies, and 
also in fine tuning the proposed study design for 
the forthcoming nationwide vaccine trial.

EGS Surveillance Scheme Update
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Dr Jo Ireland 
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By Dr Jo Ireland

URGENT Case reporting 
is falling. Case reports are 
essential in our research. 
Please report all cases at 
www.grasssickness.org.uk
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New research project to look at role  
of pasture fungi in EGS Dr Scott Pirie

Researchers from the Food and 
Environment Research Agency 
(FERA) and the Royal (Dick) 
School of Veterinary Studies have 
teamed up to further explore the 
potential causal role of pasture 
fungi in Equine Grass Sickness 
(EGS). The Equine Grass 
Sickness Fund have provided 
funding for this collaborative 
effort to revisit this route of 
investigation which was a major 
focus in the 1990s, predominantly 
through the work of Dr Jean 
Robb. Although this earlier work 

revealed a high detection rate of Fusarium on EGS pastures, 
this did not prove a causal role for this pasture living fungus in 
disease induction, despite it demonstrating “nerve damaging” 
properties when added to isolated nerve cells grown in the 
laboratory. Although no further advances were made on this 
route of investigation, it is likely that the nerve damage resulted 
from certain toxic components released from the fungus, termed 
mycotoxins. However, the study of mycotoxins and their effects on 
plants and animals is an inherently difficult area of investigation 
and at the time of this work being conducted, the laboratory 
tools to further investigate this phenomenon were not readily 
available. Fortunately, recent years have seen significant advances 
in the development and availability of appropriate tools to study 
the role of mycotoxins in a variety of diseases. The state-of-
the-art laboratory techniques required to advance this route of 
investigation are available at only selected institutes, including 
FERA which is the UK National Reference Laboratory for 
Mycotoxins in Food.

Both researchers from FERA and the Dick Vet Equine Hospital 
were independently revisiting the “fungal hypothesis”, initially 
unaware of their common route of investigation. However, 
upon realisation of their mutual goals, they quickly joined their 
collaborative efforts in what is hoped will be a productive and 
synergistic partnership. The researchers from FERA will provide 
an unparalleled range of expertise in the field of mycotoxicology 
with the researchers from the Dick Vet providing an extensive 
knowledge of the clinical, pathological and epidemiological aspects 
of the disease.

Dr Judith Turner and her team at FERA have recently conducted 
a pilot study, the results of which have supported an association 
between EGS occurrence on a pasture and the detection of high 

levels of Fusarium on the same pasture. Furthermore, they have 
identified certain mycotoxins to be present in these pastures in 
very high concentrations. The levels of toxins present in grass were 
several orders of magnitude higher than those commonly found 
in harvested wheat grain samples, a major host for Fusarium 
infection. Despite the previously published association between 
Fusarium growth and EGS occurrence on a particular pasture, 
these data on mycotoxin detection are extremely novel and of 
considerably greater significance with regard to any efforts to 
establish a link between Fusaria and EGS. Without the detection 
of mycotoxins and/or confirmation of the Fusarium’s capability 
to produce them, any proposed link between fungal pasture 
contamination and disease-inducing potential remains (and will 
likely remain) highly speculative. 

The current study aims to further confirm this association by 
analysing a larger dataset, incorporating appropriate control 
pasture analysis and to screen for an extensive array of mycotoxins 
(around 50) on EGS-affected pastures using advances laboratory 
techniques. Furthermore, although the proposed sample number 
has been selected to provide only “pilot data”, full case histories, 
details of field agronomy and meteorological data will be collected 
for each case and control location. This will allow these data to 
be incorporated into a larger scale study, should initial results 
warrant a subsequent funding application. In addition, soil 
samples and, where possible, faecal and urine samples (from 
horses co-grazing with the EGS case at the time of disease onset) 
will be collected to facilitate both mycotoxin analysis and analysis 
for toxin break-down products. Finally, FERA are currently in 
the process of analysing samples of archived cat food obtained 
from “outbreaks” of feline dysautonomia to determine whether 
mycotoxin ingestion may also be associated with this closely 
related disease. If a link is established between EGS and field 
exposure to both Fusarium species and certain mycotoxins, follow-
on studies are planned to further investigate whether these toxins 
are capable of either triggering and/or causing EGS.

The investigative team, which includes researchers from FERA 
(Dr. Judith Turner, Dr. Susan McDonald, Dr. Phil Jennings) 
and the Dick Vet Equine Hospital (Dr Scott Pirie, Prof. Bruce 
McGorum), are well placed, in their respective roles, to shed 
significantly more light on the potential role of pasture fungi in 
EGS. Should such a role be discovered, then appropriate and 
targeted management strategies could be developed to significantly 
reduce the incidence of the disease.

The researchers will continually liaise with the Equine Grass 
Sickness Fund to remain informed about the occurrence of cases, 
thus facilitating early access to pasture and co-grazer samples. 
Therefore, we would ask that readers continue to inform the Fund 
about any confirmed EGS cases.

Eriskay Pony Trek
 by Mary McGillivray

In May 2013 four Eriskay ponies and their 
riders set off for the Borders to ride part of the 
Buccleuch rides. The weather was cold and 
windy with squally showers but nothing to the 
intrepid Western Isles ponies! What a great 
time was had riding through wonderful Borders 
countryside on surefooted Eriskays who took 
everything in their stride. Those taking part 
recommend riding in this part of the country. As 
some Eriskay owners had, sadly, experience of 
Grass Sickness, losing much loved rare ponies, it 
was decided to try to raise some money for The 
Equine Grass Sickness Fund.



7Autumn/Winter 2013-2014

We have received fabulous support this year, you have 
really done us proud! Raising money for the vaccine trial 
is a daunting task, and beyond anything we have attempted 
before. The bottom line is that the trial HAS to go ahead 
– 100 years is long enough to wait – and we are delighted 
to have received such an enthusiastic response. This is our 
headline project, but we are also funding research in other 
important areas, and the combination of all this work, we 
hope, is drawing the net on this disease ever tighter.

The fundraisers you have organised have been many and 
varied. Some from very long standing supporters, others 
from those still gripped by the horror of a recent EGS case. 
Particular thanks go to
the amazing Sally Coutts and her formidable team of 
helpers and sponsors, who at short notice pulled off a 
simply superb lunch at Strathallan Castle raising over 
£8000. Alex Ferris Drake and
friends organised a fun day in memory of her beloved horse 
Maggie, whom she lost to EGS in July and to date has 
raised almost £4000. The wonderful Avon Valley Memorial 
Show, Scotttish Grass Sickness Show, Strathearn Hunter 
Trials, Strumpshaw Livery Fun show are all becoming an 
essential part of the horsey calendar and seem to go from 
strength to strength. Organising these events is an enormous 
task, and we are in awe – and indeed greatly indebted – to 
the organisers and their hard working teams.

I had the great pleasure of accompanying former Chairman 
Philippa Gammell and her small but hardy crew to Perth 
Races, where in the course of one afternoon we collected 
over £1000. If you have a contact at a local racecourse and 
would like to organise a collection for us please do get in 
touch. As ever offers of assistance at the Strathearn Hunter 
Trials, Royal Highland Show and Blair Castle Horse Trials 
are most welcome.

These are just a very few of the wonderful fundraisers held 
in our name this year, and we are grateful to each and every 
one of you for your ingenuity and endeavour, and to those 
who have generously sent personal donations. You are the 
life blood of this charity, and together we will put an end to 
this most horrific of diseases.

Best wishes from all of us at EGSF

Raising funds in memory of Maggie (Alex Ferris Drake) 

Dorothy Thomson, Joyce McIntosh and friend enjoy  
Sunday Lunch  at Strathallan Castle

Best Friends Reunited, pony 
Caroline returns home after  
being nursed at the Dick Vet.

Pit Stop for the StrathRRAG 
fundraising ride.

Fundraising 
Roundup
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DONATIONS
We gratefully acknowledge support and fundraising donations received from the following:

Alex Ferris Drake
AM Pilkington Charitable Trust
Auchterarder Dressage
Avon Valley Tidy Memorial Show
Balhagan Equestrian
Balmyre Horse Limited
Baylands Equestrian Centre
BDS West of Scotland
Carnethy Heating
Central Scotland Shetland Pony Group
Dark Deer Croft
David Doxey
Dawn Goodhall
Drum Feeds
Equikro
Equine Grass Sickness Awareness 
Group
Equine Grass Sickness Month May
Equine Management and Training
Eriskay pony trek
G Haywood
Gillian Cruikshank
Heavy Horse Ceilidh
Hexham Native Pony Show
Highland Pony Society

Hopetoun Horse Driving Trials
In Memory of Martin Taylor
In Memory of Sir John Gilmour
Interdressage
JAD Landscaping (Kelso)
Jean & Tim Connell
Jeanna Swan
Jonathan Lough
Joyce McIntosh
Julie Doorne
Karecole Stables
Lisa Cleeton Veterinary Physiotherapy
New Aberdour Horse Show
Niki McLachlan (Gift at Home, Ladbro-
kes Galston)
North Highland College
Northern Irish Draught Show
Northern Lights Veterinary Physi-
otherapy
Northern Point to Points Association
Park Café, Pentlands Science Park
Peebles Riding Club
Pentland Icelandics
Peter Fenton Vets Ltd
RH Miller

Robert Gibbons
Robinsons Rugwash
Ross-shire Riding Club
Sally Leadbetter
Scottish Grass Sickness Show
South Cathkin Farm Fun Show
Southern Highland Pony Show
Stablesbrae Livery
Strathearn Eventing
Strathearn Riders and Rural Access 
Group rideout
Strumpshaw Livery Fun Show
Sunday Lunch at Strathallan Castle
Susan Giles
The Hon Sally Leslie Melville
The Moredun Foundation
Topaz Bellydance Troupe
Ulla Balletta
United Coloured Stud
Viv Dixon & Friends Red House Farm 
Fun Show
Westmorland Vet Group
Worth Arabian Stud

We would also like to thank most sincerely the many people who have made personal contributions to the  
Fund and our Just Giving Page Fundraisers.

MOVED 
HOUSE?
Please let us know both 
your new address and old  
so that we can stay in touch.
Prefer your Equine News by 
email? If so please contact us 
at info@grasssickness.org.uk 
to subscribe

A very special thank you to our  
superb volunteers who gave up  
their time to help at Strathearn  
Hunter Trials, The Royal Highland 
Show and Blair Castle Horse Trials  
- we couldn’t do it without you!PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON TO A FRIEND

For further information please contact
The Administrator, Equine Grass Sickness Fund

The Moredun Foundation, Pentlands Science Park, Bush Loan, Penicuik EH26 0PZ
Tel: 0131 445 6257     email: info@grasssickness.org.uk

www.grasssickness.org.uk

The Equine Grass Sickness Fund is a division of The Moredun Foundation. The Moredun Foundation is a Company limited by guarantee registered  
in Scotland, No SC151865. The Moredun Foundation is a charity registered in Scotland, No SC022515


